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From Barbara Mongar, the Mat-Su Reentry Coalition Coordinator

Each year the Mat-Su Reentry Coalition conducts three assessments in order to determine what areas we need to concentrate
on in the upcoming Fiscal Year.
The results of this years assessments are as follows:


Coalition Capacity Assessment: Compared to last year’s (2021) Coalition Capacity Assessment, the scores fell a small
amount in some of the areas; which caused the overall score to go down slightly. Our overall Coalition Capacity Assessment
score for 2022 is 4.1 out of 5 (2021’s overall score was a 4.4). Based on the results from this assessment we will focus on
the following two areas in regards the Mat-Su Reentry Coalition: Developing specific roles and responsibilities for Reentry
Coalition members and meaningfully influencing key decision-makers.



Mat-Su Community Readiness Assessment: Overall Community Readiness Score is 4.9; staying basically the same as last
year’s score of 4.8.

2021 Readiness
Level

2022 Readiness
Level

2022 Readiness Stage

Leadership

6.3

6

Initiation

Resources

5.7

5.5

Preparation

Knowledge of Efforts

5.2

4.8

Preplanning

Community Climate

3.8

4.3

Preplanning

Knowledge of the Issue

3.1

3.8

Vague Awareness

Dimension

The three goals the Mat-Su Reentry Coalition will work on in regards to Community Readiness are:
1. Promoting public awareness of the efforts, issues, data, and resources to do with prisoner reentry.
2. Reviewing the existing efforts regarding prisoner reentry in the local community and other nearby
communities to determine who benefits and the degree of success.
3. Encouraging involvement of more community service providers in our coalition in order to form more
provider partnerships for working with reentrants and their families through case management/care coordination.
(Continued on the bottom of Page 4)
Note: For more information on the Mat-Su Reentry Coalition see page 4

Alaska Department of Corrections wants people in
prison to have tablets to aid reentry
Alaska Legislature failed to pass bill at session’s close
By: Lisa Phu, June 15, 2022, Alaska Beacon

In his 26 years of being incarcerated, Sylvester Byrd Jr. never had
access to the internet. “I went to prison in 1995, like, right as the
internet started.” When he got out in 2021, Byrd said he felt like
he had missed “the whole entire thing.”
Byrd was lucky to have a “phenomenal support network” when
he got out of prison, but he said there are skills he wished he
could’ve learned beforehand that would’ve made re-entering
easier. Things like online banking, filing taxes online, paying bills
online, how to look for a job, how to present yourself over Zoom
and interview online, how to identify spam. The list goes on.
“How would you do so many day-to-day things that people take
for granted out here because it’s readily available? You know,
people grow up with a tablet in hand or a smartphone in hand,”
Byrd said. “I don’t think anybody inside understands that a car
can park itself now.”

Sylvester Byrd Jr. logs into work using his cellphone on June 14, 2022,
in Anchorage, Alaska. Byrd supports a proposal to increase access to
computers in Alaska prisons to help with reentry.
(Photo by Andrew Kitchenman/Alaska Beacon)

The Alaska Department of Corrections doesn’t allow people in
prison to access the internet and state law prohibits them to have
a computer “of any kind” in their cell. There was a legislative effort this past session to change that – House Bill 118 sponsored by
Sitka Democrat Rep. Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins – but it failed to pass this session.

Still, the Department of Corrections is moving forward with planning to implement tablet use to supplement existing resources and
teach people in prison some of the skills on Byrd’s list.
“Our goal is to be able to allow them to take these computers or these tablets into their cells,” said Laura Brooks, director of
health and rehabilitation services at the Department of Corrections. “Eventually we want to see this bill go through.”
By “tablet,” Brooks is not referring to the common understanding of what a tablet is, like an iPad or a Surface. Rather, she means
tablets that are “designed for correctional use and they have a multi-layer security matrix that lets inmates access approved
content without being able to access the internet.”

Computer Access Varies Across State
Department of Corrections has 13 facilities around the state. Brooks said each is different when it comes to access to computers,
which are preloaded with learning and typing programs, like Microsoft Office.
“Out at Goose Creek, we have probably several dozen computers in the education space. A facility like Ketchikan only has a
handful. But we have that available to offenders of every facility,” Brooks said.
“Having tablet access would open up opportunities for a lot more of our inmate population,” she said.
Brooks recognizes there are people in prison, like Byrd, who entered the corrections system before devices like smartphones
became ubiquitous. (Continued on Page 3)
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Alaska Department of Corrections wants people in
prison to have tablets to aid reentry (Continued from page 2)
“Part of our focus on rehabilitation is making sure that they’re ready to reenter society, and ready to go to work, ready to apply for
jobs online, ready to access Uber – things like that. And so trying to make sure that the resources that we have inside can simulate
some of those things for when they get released is a big step towards rehabilitation,” Brooks said.
Other resources that could be made available include computer literacy, GED testing, substance abuse programming, mental health
programming, meditation programs, guided learning on depression and anxiety and things like that.

The Bill
Kreiss-Tomkins first introduced HB 118 in 2021. It would amend state law to allow people in prison to have and use a computer in
their cells for purposes that facilitate their rehabilitation or compliance with a reentry or case plan, including access to legal
reference materials, visitation, or health care.
It went through committee hearings in House State Affairs toward the end of the session in 2021. This year, the bill passed the House
31-1 in early February. When it went to the Senate, it got referred to the Senate State Affairs Committee and that’s where it
remained for the rest of the regular session.
“There was time for it to pass out and there was one hearing, I think, in the last week of session, but it did not pass out,”
Kreiss-Tomkins said.
Sen. Mike Shower, R-Wasilla, said a couple factors contributed to the bill not moving from his committee. They included what
Shower described as a lack of a plan by Senate leaders on what bills were supposed to pass. He also said, “Some committee
members that weren’t particularly happy” about the bill and still had questions.
Kreiss-Tomkins, who isn’t running for re-election, still wants to see the bill go through. “Something I will do through the course of
this year is try to make sure that somebody picks up this bill to try to get it passed next year. I ultimately want to make sure it
happens. And I tend to think it’s just a when, not an if.”
Brooks agrees and anticipates the bill, or a version of it, passing eventually.

Cost
Jonathan Pistotnik, coordinator for the Anchorage Reentry Coalition, supported HB 118, but is skeptical about the tablet concept.
“Those of us that were advocating for the bill on the reentry side, we were not talking about tablets, we were talking about
computer access,” he said. The bill came with a zero fiscal note, which Pistotnik called “a red flag.”
“The Department of Corrections has found a no cost solution with tablets and I think there are going to be unintended fees and
consequences that kind of go along with this. They’re going to pass on the cost to somebody and it’s probably going to be the
incarcerated people who don’t have money to begin with, or their families who are already overburdened with, you know, keeping
in contact with their loved ones,” Pistotnik said.
Access to tablets could be a positive change as long as there are no associated fees for incarcerated people, he said. The tablets
could provide a pathway for them to learn needed skills for reentering the community and staying out of prison.
“When somebody gets released, they sill need a job, they still need a place to live, they still need food, they still need their ID. And if
they can’t get that stull on the outside, then they’re still in that precarious situation. But if they build up that resiliency and that sort
of foundation before they get released, I think it would improve the possibilities that they stay in the community and that they’re
successful,” Pistotnik said.
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DOC Reentry Unit Update
Mat-Su Reentry
Coalition
The Mat-Su Reentry
Coalition is a collaboration
of individuals, community
stakeholders, public and
not-for-profit agencies,
faith-based and business
partners who are united
and committed to reducing
recidivism among returning
citizens to the Mat-Su
community.
Our Mission
To promote public safety
by identifying and
implementing
strategies that increase
former prisoners’ wellbeing within the
community and reduce the
likelihood of their return to
prison through recidivating.
We will accomplish this by:



Improved
communication and
collaboration between
Alaska Department of
Corrections and the
community.



Building community
partnerships to
strengthen local
services.



Identifying barriers
for those being
released from
incarceration and
taking an active role in
addressing those
concerns.



Promoting community

Note: For more information on
the Mat-Su Reentry Coalition
contact Barbara Mongar at
Barbara.mongar@valleycharities.org

or go to our Webpage at
Mat-Su Valley Reentry Program |
Valley Charities Inc







Kris Black, program coordinator, and Janice Weiss, reentry program manager, attended the
Association of Village Council Presidents conference on civil diversion in Bethel on June 22. They
presented on reentry, education and vocational programs in the prisons, and the CAREERRS
grant.
Kris Black and Julie Weathersby, career counselor, have visited Wildwood, Goose Creek, Spring
Creek, and Hiland to speak about participating in the CAREERRS grant program, which would
have them working on a career success plan to be implemented both while they are incarcerated
and after release. Partners for the grant include tribal job centers and the Department of Labor
and Workforce Development.
Covid continues to be an issue; therefore, visitors or volunteers to any institution should call
ahead to see the status.

Mat-Su Reentry Coalition Annual Assessments
(Continued from Page 1)


Mat-Su Community Resource Assessment: The purpose of the Community Resource Assessment
is to evaluate which resources exist in our community and which resources are needed to meet the
needs of reentrants. This assessment serves as the basis for identifying our current resources and
the need for additional resources. The assessment also looks at the barriers to establishing
additional resources.
1. Housing: The Mat-Su Valley is still in need of more non-restrictive transitional housing
and this is one of the goals that our coalition will continue to work on for this year. In
addition, we have added a secondary goal under this area, which is to work with the Mat-Su
Coalition on Housing and Homelessness to develop a list of affordable housing property who
will rent to reentrants.
2. Employment and Meaningful Engagement: Employment is another area that is very
important and that is why the Mat-Su Reentry Coalition works hand-in-hand with the Mat-Su
Job Center towards their goal of ensuring that all reentrants are informed about and
encouraged to participate in programs and services that are offered by the Department of
Labor and Workforce Development.
3. Physical Health and Mental Health/Substance Abuse Services: The Mat-Su Reentry
Coalition works closely with the different services providers in our community to make sure
they have an current list of all the services that available. Our goal in this area is to provide
up-to-date information about services available in the community and how to access these
services through consistent in-reach to the area institutions and communication with
Education Coordinators.
4. Transportation: The Mat-Su Reentry Coalition will continue their goal from last year in this
area, which is to keep appraised on how the Centralized Dispatch Program is progressing. They
also added a secondary goal to work with Valley Transit on utilizing DOC bus passes for
reentrants with specific routs in the Mat-Su.
5. Cultural and Community Connection Services: The Mat-Su Reentry Coalitions goal in this
area is to inform reentrants about cultural and community events, groups, and services. They
will continue to spread this information through in-reaches and their monthly Reentry
Newsletter.

Barbara Mongar,
Coordinator, Mat-Su Reentry Coalition
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